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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

“Life must be rich and full of
loving-it’s no good otherwise,
no good at all, for anyone.”
—JACK KEROUAC

I was asked recently to participate in a final studio review and at the end of it,
the professor allowed us to impart some words of encouragement, wisdom or
help for the students. Immediately, I thought back to when I was in their
position and what I would have wanted to hear. I don’t remember most of what
I learned in professional practice class or those reviewers who told me that my
circulation didn’t work or that the HVAC system would never function correctly.
What I remember most are those comments that gave me hope. Hope that I
was going to pass. Hope that I on the right path and had something to say in
this profession and hope that there would be a place for me to settle into this
world.

Earlier this year, I celebrated the 20th anniversary of my graduation from
Architecture school. With two decades of working in architecture now behind
me, thinking back on school has a whole new shine. I remember feeling nervous
and that I may never get the hang of what architecture was for me. I remember
having really good days and the joy I found in drawing. I remember the finger
cuts that came from making balsa wood models at 3am and the pure happiness
of realizing that my new electric eraser could be used on mylar. I took classes
with professors that extolled the virtues of really good line weights, the power of
a beautiful drawing and the rapture of being in the flow of creativity as a certain
kind of architect can be. With this in mind, I told the students in that crit what I
will offer to you all now: Take this seriously. You have chosen to do this and
you've gotten this far, so take it seriously. But not so seriously that you forget to
have some fun with this. The budgets will come and making a design actually
work will be your task soon enough, so enjoy this moment when the most
important thing is to create. Because that’s what you’re learning in school -
how to create, how to think and how to find your voice.

The students in school over the past two years have had challenges that I
never had to face when I was school (and thank goodness for that because we
didn’t have the technology to bridge that gap either). Despite going through a
global pandemic early in their college careers, the students featured in this
special issue prove that hard work and determination can get you past the
toughest of times. Studying architecture is not easy or cheap. That's why I
congratulate all the students who were recipients of scholarships to help keep
them going!

atuhe  snsel

TALISHA L. SAINVIL, AIA
EDITOR IN CHIEF



DISCUSSION PANEL SUMMARY

Amy Andrieux Veteran of Global Programming Grounded,
Culture and Social Justice

With over 20 years of experience as a curator, writer,
educator, and executive, Amy Andrieux is a veteran of
global programming grounded in culture and social justice.
She’s an award-winning creative leader and producer
across print, digital, video, mobile, and live events, Amy
has retained top posts at TRACE, TMM, The True Agency,
MTV.com, MTV World (where she became the first Black
Editorial Director at Viacom), The Source, Ketchum, Red
Bull Media House / Red Bull TV, and TranslationLLC /
UnitedMasters. With a fixed eye on culture, Amy’s
penchant for content + strategy development has also led
to her shaping programs for MasterCard, Gillette, Absolut,
Intel, Moog, Adidas, Tourism boards for South Africa’s
Eastern Cape, India, Ecuador, Thailand, among others. As
a culture journalist, Amy has interviewed an array of
notables including Rem Koolhaas and Spike Lee. In 2020,
Amy was honored with a Trailblazer Award from The 400
Years of African-American History Commission for her
work at MoCADA.

A former mentor at New Inc, an arts business incubator of
NYC’s New Museum, Amy is currently an Adjunct Professor
at The New School University, Parsons School of Design, the
Executive Director and Chief Curator at The Museum of
Contemporary African Diasporan Art (MoCADA).



Jonathan Butler Entrepreneur and Writer, Local Real
Estate and Architecture Blog Brownstoner.com

Jonathan Butler is a Brooklyn-based entrepreneur and
writer. A financial journalist earlier in his career, Jonathan
started the local real estate and architecture blog
brownstoner.com in 2005 and, after growing it into the
largest website in Brooklyn, sold it in 2015. More recently,
Jonathan has completed a script for a feature film about
the mortgage crisis and is working on a book about the
untold story of one of the most important undercover
agents in New York City history.

In 2008, Jonathan co-founded the Brooklyn Flea, New
York City’s biggest flea market business, and three years
later launched Smorgasburg, the artisanal food festival that
supports hundreds of diverse mom-and-pop businesses
and has attracted millions of visitors from all over the world
to its weekly locations in Brooklyn, Los Angeles and Jersey
City and its annual events in Osaka and Sao Paulo. In 2020,
Jonathan and his business partner, Eric Demby, took over
management of the legendary Chelsea Flea market on West
25th Street in Manhattan.

In 2012, Jonathan spearheaded the acquisition of the
150,000-square-foot Studebaker Service Station at 1000
Dean Street in Crown Heights; after working with Selldorf
Architects to convert the building into office and studio
space, the partnership (which included Goldman Sachs’
Urban Investment Group) sold the property in 2019. From
2014 to 2020, Smorgasburg operated a beer and food hall
in the building called Berg’n.

In 2016, the Commercial Observer ranked Jonathan the
32nd most powerful person in New York City real estate. He
has received awards from the Historic Districts Council, the
Municipal Art Society, New York Landmarks Conservancy,
the Brooklyn Historical Society and the Brooklyn Chamber
of Commerce. Jonathan received his BA in American History
from Princeton University in 1992 and an MBA from NYU in
1998 and is licensed to practice real estate in New York. He
resides with his wife and two children in Clinton Hill, Brooklyn.

Jumaane D. Williams VPublic Advocate of the City, New
York City

Jumaane D. Williams is the Public Advocate of the City of
New York. Previously, he served on the NYC Council
representing the 45th District.

Jumaane is a first-generation Brooklynite of Grenadian
heritage. He graduated from the public school system,
overcoming the difficulties of Tourette’s and ADHD to earn
a Master’s Degree from Brooklyn College. He began his
career as a community organizer at the Greater Flatbush
Beacon School and later served as the Executive Director
of NYS Tenants & Neighbors. There, he fought for truly
affordable, income-targeted housing across New York City
and State.

In the NYC Council, Jumaane championed landmark
legislation that fundamentally transformed policing in
NYC. Jumaane sponsored the Community Satety Act,
reforming the City’s Police Department by ending the
abuse of Stop, Question & Frisk in communities of color
and creating the NYPD’s Office of Inspector General to
investigate unlawful & unethical behavior.

As former Co-Chair of the Council’s Task Force to
Combat Gun Violence, he helped create New York’s Crisis
Management System, which funds Cure Violence Groups
that work to reduce shootings through a multi-pronged
approach. The program fundamentally transformed the
city’s approach to gun violence prevention, and as Public
Advocate he continues to work for its expansion and
improvement today.

Jumaane has led the fight for better policing and safer
streets, affordable housing, and transparency and
accountability in City government. As Public Advocate,
Jumaane will continue to be an activist-elected official
who brings the voices of everyday New Yorkers to City
government and makes New York a truly progressive
beacon for all.



DISCUSSION PANEL SUMMARY

Lucrecia Montemayor Senior
Waterfront Associate Planner, NYC
Department of City Planning

Lucrecia Montemayor is a senior
waterfront associate planner at the
NYC Department of City Planning
(DCP). She is currently leading
outreach efforts for the City’s next
Comprehensive Waterfront Plan, as
well as working on resiliency and

governance issues along the waterfront.

She is also the Civic Engagement
Studio’s Senior Program manager,
furthering the role of planners and
DCP’s work on how we engage with
communities. Originally from Mexico,
Lucrecia is an architect and urban
planner interested in working at the
intersection of planning, research and
design, with a focus on resilience.
Previously, she was at Regional Plan
Association, where she worked on
RPA’s fourth regional plan and the

design component 4C: Four Corridors:

Forseeing the Region of the Future.
She trained as an architect at ITESM
in Mexico and holds an MSc in City
Design and Social Science from the
London School of Economics and an
MS in Urban Planning from the
Graduate School of Architecture,
Planning and Preservation at
Columbia University. Lucrecia lives in
an R8B district, loves riding the ferry
and hanging out in the park with her
two sons and dog.

Spencer Williams Director of
Advocacy, Municipal Art Society of
New York

Spencer Williams is the Director of
Advocacy at the Municipal Art Society
of New York where he coordinates the
Livable Neighborhoods Program, a
community training series designed to
help communities build capacity in
land use and the built environment.
He also works to facilitate community
conversations, translate policy ideas
into real-world implementation, and
encourage people to engage in
shaping the city.

Prior to MAS, he was Director of
Housing Policy at the Association for
Neighborhood and Housing
Development.He previously served in
various roles in Portland, Oregon, and
Seattle, Washington, working on
issues around growth management,
comprehensive planning, affordable
housing, design review, land use and
zoning, and small area neighborhood
planning projects across the region.
He is a certified planner who holds a
Master of Urban & Regional Planning
degree from Portland State University
and an Architecture degree from
Savannah College of Art and Design.
He currently resides in Brooklyn.



Teonna N. Cooksey Morgan Stanley
Fellow, IMPACCT Brooklyn

Teonna Cooksey is a dual degree
student at Columbia University in the
Master of Architecture and Master of
Urban Planning Programs. Her work
explores the intersection of housing,
resiliency, community organizing, and
health equity. Cooksey aims to
dismantle the systemic perpetuation
of displacement and create
opportunities for ownership through
her work. The trajectory of Cooksey’s
work has aligned her with various
organizations, including the National
Organization of Minority Architects,
the Society of Architectural
Historians, and Women in Design
MKE, to name a few. Cooksey is the
acting secretary for the National
Organization of Minority Architects
and the elected Treasurer for the
2022-24 period. She currently works
as a Morgan Stanley Fellow at
IMPACCT Brooklyn — Small Business
Services & Economic Development
Department, where she serves as the
Project ReStart Coordinator. The
American Association of University
Women (AAUW) chose Cooksey as
the Selected Professions Fellowship
recipient for 2021-22. Gensler also
appointed her as one of the Rising
Black Designers awardees for 2021.

Kaija Wuollet Director of City-Building, WXY

Kaija joined WXY in 2019 as Director
of City-Building, with over a decade of
experience directing deisgn and
developing strategies for projects in
architecture, design, and strategic
systems thinking. At WXY, Kaija directs
varied projects merging strategy,
master planning, urban design,
architecture and policy.

Prior to WXY, Kaija led the noted
design practice Laavu in Detroit,
where she where she wore many hats,
convened conversations between
developers, municipal agencies,
entrepreneurs, business owners,
residents and nonprofits in order to
build consensus on the role of
architecture and design in urban
interventions. These efforts were
complex, layered in social, racial and
economic challenges where design
was often the last consideration. She
led the Pink Zoning/Mix Tape Detroit
study of zoning laws and new,
innovative planning approaches
commissioned by Maurice Cox of the
Detroit’s Planning Development
Department. Architectural works
completed by Laavu included the
award-winning, mixed-use
Commons/MACC Development
completed this year — and included in
Detroit Design 139’s Inclusive Futures
exhibition, as well as the popular El
Club, a 250-person music venue with
outdoor spaces in Detroit.

Kaija is the cofounder of the nonprofit
Ponyride Maker Space and has served
as a Detroit UNESCO City of Design
Partner and on the boards of advisors of
the Corktown Business Association and
the Detroit Design Festival.
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AIA BROOKLYN

“Who could have predicted
that my presidency would be
foreshadowed by a global
pandemic? I had many plans I
would have liked to
accomplish through the
Brooklyn Architects
Scholarship Foundation, but
with lock downs in place and
the new remote world we all
became accustomed to, my
plans had to change as well.”

The Scholarship Foundation has always distributed five scholarships to
architectural college students attending the City College of New York, The Cooper
Union, Parsons School of Design | The New School, the New York Institute of
Technology and Pratt Institute. This year we were happy to add a sixth and newly
accredited college - New York City College of Technology. In the past, the
scholarship recipients were chosen by the Dean of each school and awarded at
the AIA Brooklyn end of year celebration. This year, I decided to return to the
originally established criteria for awarding the students to make the process
equitable. Students from all six local schools submitted their work for review by a
jury and recipients were chosen based on the jury-established criteria.

[ was so fortunate to have a wonderful and committed jury comprised of:
Glen Cutrona, AIA (Past President AIA Brooklyn); Jane McGroarty, AIA (AIA
Brooklyn and BASF Treasurer); Willy Zambrano, AIA (Past President AIA
Queens and current President Queens Foundation for Architecture); In Cho,
AIA (AIA Brooklyn member and Certified Passive House Designer); and myself,
Ida Galea, AIA (Past AIA Brooklyn President and current President of Brooklyn
Architects Scholarship Foundation). Together with my fellow jury members, we
evaluated all 42 submissions and narrowed down the awards to one student per
accredited architecture school. The entire selection process was done virtually
via Zoom and although we certainly missed the in-person interaction it was
enlightening and impressive to see the creativity and talent among the young
generation of future architects.

Despite living through a technology screen, The Scholarship Foundation was
able to establish two new ventures this year. First, we expanded our reach to
include local high schools with architectural programs to provide mentorship,
lectures, and internships. Secondly, for the first time, The Brooklyn Architects
Scholarship Foundation joined forces with the Queens Foundation for
Architecture for a joint scholarship golf outing fundraiser. Since both
organizations had to cancel our golf outings in 2020, this year’s collaborative
effort was a welcome break in this pandemic. The golf outing was extremely
successful and helped both organizations raise much needed funds to grow and
support future architects.

It is bittersweet that I will be ending my presidency after serving eleven
years on the Board of both AIA Brooklyn and the Scholarship Foundation. No
worries - you can’t get rid of me that easily! I plan on still being an active
member of AIA Brooklyn as the benefits have outweighed all the dedication,
time, and effort through the years. I have made valuable friends (many of which
I consider family), I have collaborated with so many knowledgeable
professionals and I have gained experience both personally and professionally.
It is said that the group as a whole is much stronger than an individual part and
those are words to live by!

i A

IDA GALEA, AIA
BASF BOARD PRESIDENT



Brooklyn Architects
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Brooklyn Architects Scholarship
Foundation Awardees

2003

Amber Chapin
Ariad Beazer
Nikola Veric
Qung Liao
Tzvi Kayla

2004

Crystal Gary

Ying Fang Zhang

Julie Puaux

Richard (Hyun Soo) Kim
Marissa DelLuca

2005

Thomas Lozada
Shao W. Deng
Florence Guiraud
Christine Dauria
Alex Gryer

2006
Yuliya llizarov
John Kevlon

2007

Henry R Jayawardena
Erin Bartling

Frank Chuqui

Kristen Ruller

Anna Kostreva

2008

Scott Sorenson
Edgar Almaguer
Michael Neglia

Noah Garcia

2010

Peter Baldwin
Katelyn Mulry
Antoinette Ayton
Rolando Vega
William Schaefer

2011

Sarah Sada

Arianna Lebed
Christopher Parinne Alekes
His-Ning Chang

Henry Murzen

2012

Marcela Escobar
Linda Xin

Ruting Li

Paul Scrugham
Chrisoula Kapelonis

2013

Berk Eraslan
Amanda Mullen
Mabel Jiang
Brittany Piscapo

2014

Diego Gonzalez
Nabi Agzamov
Sean Barbe
Loyria Nunez
Daniel W. Keller

2015

Connor Holles
Ryan MacCrea
Derek Roo-Jer Lee
Shenier Torres
Danielle Kemble

2016

Tyler Okorn

Jorge Burgoes Santos
Jonathan Koewler
Samuel Sol

Krishan Angelo Jones

2017

Jamie Cardinale
Solomon Oh
Michelle Runco
Dwayne Riley
Katherine Sullivan

2018

Stephen Sulco
Yeshu Tan
Annete Makuka
Jermey Son
Ngawang Tenzin

2019

Marcela Ona Sandova
Danny Medina

Emely Balaguera
Maren Speyer

Siran Xiang

2020

Jacqueline Pileggi
Tania Jaquez
Nalin Chahal
Rachel Pendleton
Sanjana Labhiri

11



Thank You!

BASF GOLF OUTING SPONSORS

Susan Pinsky Kohler

Rochelle Behar Construction Jewelry

Rachel Kellner Aigner Chocolates

Bruce Gamill Gamill Engineering

John Brunetti Parkmeadow Realty

Neil Wexler Wexler Associates

Ida Galea Ida Galea Architect

Laura V. Osorio

Matthew Bendix Bendix Engineering PC

George Russo United American Title Agency

Gino Longo Gino O. Longo R.A.

Jane McGroarty

Richard Wainer

Pat Parrella Venezia Iron Work

Eugene Mekhtiyev Core Consultants NYC

Evan Meyers Kamco Supply Corp.

Willy Zambrano Zambrano Architectural Design LLC

Pamela Weston

Jacqueline Velez JMV Architect, PLLC

Daniel Horn Edelman Sultan Knox Wood

Dean Rogener Dean Masonry Supply

Gerald Caliendo Caliendo Architects

Frank J. Quatela Frank J. Quatela Architect, P.C.

Joseph Amato Cameron Engineering & Associates, LLP

Bill Sabia Zucaro Construction LLC

Damien Smith First Standard Construction

Damien Smith Prosper Property Group

Giuseppe Anzalone New York Design Architects

Anthony Spanevello Sherwin-Williams Paint Co.

Peter Shaw Jamaica Blue Print

Timothy Yarrish ModernfoldStyles

Roy Schwartz Zetlin & De Chiara, LLP

Peter Zuccarello P.Z. Insurance Brokerage Inc.

Anthony Rini Mottola Rini Engineers, PC

Sean Fredrickson Universal Plumbing Inc

Steve Ardi Rock Valley Cabinetry

Steve Ardi John G Hubler & Sons Construction
@ Nick Raschella Swan Drafting

James H. Baer

Raymond Peebles

AIA Staten Island

AIA Queens

AIA Brooklyn
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COMMUNITY MUSIC WORKS
MUSIC SCHOOL

LOCATION: Brooklyn, New York

Community Music Works:is g fréeafte retchioal mu-
sic pragram for students who live predomifiantlyim
underpriviléged neighborhoods. This building pro- -

vides-a -safe haven from the exterior environment
and allows one to focus Inwards as well as look
outwards towards the community through blurring 2021 WINNERS

i 5 - A =y L]
the boundaries between inside and oufside. The ; Aashna S|ngh
passageway into the building is intended to create Parsons School
music through light. l
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2021 WINNERS

Ahmed Helal

City College Of
New York
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View of the Natatorium
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The twisting ricbons on the exteriorn control the light inside and accerding fo a light study done through-
out the day, the program was carefully laid out. For instance, the dark areas feature servant spaces,
whereas the gathering areas were lald out where there is natural light.



View of the communal space

Axonometric view of the ground floor
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2020

PLASTIC COMMUNITIES

]

WIEW INTO COURTYARD

WIEW INTD LOBEY

2021 WINNERS

Beatriz Morum

Pratt Institute

AXIAL ORGANIZATION DLAGRANM

The design is created based on a program
layout distributed within a 20%20° grid, formed
by a systern of intersecting walls thal occupy
a rgid boundary. The space in between the
buliding profile and the boundary line creales
a buffer space that layers the experience
of approach towards the buiding into three
phaszes: exterior, contained exterior, and Interior

The alignment of circulation paths  within
this grid crestes a tartan pattern that
delineates the layoul of main program
spaces and their adiacency to each other

The defined programmatic spaces orbit
around & flexible central lounge area, used for
presentations, exhibitions, and other community
activities. At a smaller scale, ndividual programs
encircle the mulliple courtyards that puncture the
floor level The art and upeycling programs are
divided into two maker spaces: an art workshog,
and & material processing workshop, 27



28




COMMUNITY CENTER

COLLECTION OF PLASTIC: UPCYCLING

The mult-functional community center has as its main focus
the collection and upcycling of discarded plastics from the
cammunity. The semi-industial process defines the sequence
of the building, with community erigagement orbiting around
the upcycling and repurposing of the collected material. The
project bacormes a focal point in the community of nol only

social activity but also envirenmental actions:

QE=r0O=0 WS

WALL SECTION DETAILS

R T L .
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FLOOD SHELTER

COLLECTION OF PEOPLE: RESPONSE TO
FLOOD

The flexibility of the project allows the bullding to be
transformed into an emergency shelter The coneentrical
layout of the programs aliows for the subdivision of
spaces for different groups of people 0 an emergency
scenario. maintaning levels of privacy for families and
smaller gatherings of people

—

30
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RHORTHWEST VIEW
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2021 WINNERS

Lianna Moze

New York Institute
of Technology
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West Elevation Render

Perspective Render
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2021 WINNERS

Tianyang Sun
The Cooper Union
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The Corner, In-N-out: Urbanistically, the corner type provides access along the longitudinal axis of the block,
Such condition allows the density to be placed primarily on the perimeter while leaving a courtyard within as a
public outdoor space. The gesture of the building mediates between the inner corner of the court and the outer
carner of the street by placing five identical house-like objects radially to be connected within as a collective

continuity.



proposed

damalition

existing
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Green Units (one or two- bedrooms), have the sectional sequence of cooking, eating and living/sleeping rituals.







Blua Units (one-or two- bedrooms) the figural rooms allow the visual seguence of living space, outside, the dining space and ag




in out side.




Red Units (Studios): albeit in the b ment, due to the slopad terrain, get ample light and view from the public court;
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Humble Filigrees: The theme of grafting onto the urban
context also happens in the material realm, where without
resorting to steel, concrete or mass timber, the prevailing
framing construction of single-family homes can be appro-
riated. It argues for a collective housing model that might
be radical in its social aspect, but humble, constructable
and affordable in its material aspect.

bl

ALK

ELEL AL RN
YYYEYYY

Ve aas

L0

LT,

T T

=

7

whnll section towands the street



8l



82



83



movemments of head, hand, feet and center of
mass of a boy picking up a ball in the alley.

irmuagined sections @ boy taking
A jurng at i certain interal
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Sketches: perspective of the sportshall and classrooms
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site plan price 1o the intervention

Site as a Secluded Island The site sits between two urban blocks on lower manhattan (Chinatown), as one of
the islands of the Sara. D. Rooservelt Park. The existing building connects with a cormmunity garden to the back
and a symetrical landscaping on the front. It is a quiet communal space admist the noisy traffic of the city.
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ground plan;

deagonal section to south-west
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AIA BROOKLYN

Collaborating with a Purpose,
BQ Golf Outing and Fundraiser

TALISHA L. SAINVIL, AIA, NOMA, NCARB, LEED
PUBLISHED IN THE AIA NEW YORK STATE E-NEWSLETTER

The Brooklyn Architects Scholarship Foundation and the Queens
Foundation for Architecture joined forces to host the first BQ Golf
Outing and Fundraiser on October 4th, 2021.

Although both foundations debated whether to cancel
their Golf Outing events for the second year in a row,
leadership for both ultimately decided to plan for the joint
event to take place at the Inwood Country Club. After
over a year and half of being virtual and socially distant
due to COVID-I19, this fundraising event not only served
to usher in a return to ‘normal’ life but also showed all of
us that giving back will always be a good thing to do.

Set against the active backdrop of planes taking off and
landing at JFK airport, the day at the course kicked off
with a hearty breakfast before heading out to a competitive
putting contest where Dan Horn, AIA, AIA Queens Board
Director, Gino Longo, AIA, AIA Queens Past President,
and Mark Trincone were the winners. In keeping with the
shotgun start golf tournament format, all 120 golfers were
able to tee off from their assigned starting holes. Teams
had players of varying levels of golf expertise, but no
shortage of team spirit, which made for a good fun-filled
day of golf. As the event shifted from the golf course to
friendly conversations in the Country Club, everyone
reminisced on the day while delighting in a selection of
cocktails and hors d’ oeuvres.
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With over 150 people attending the dinner, the
transition from cocktail hour was seamless. The food was
equally as delectable as the energy in the room and
people seemed genuinely happy to connect as they dined
and reveled in the raffle prize opportunities waiting for
them. After dinner, Ida Galea, AIA, President of the
Brooklyn Architects Scholarship Foundation and Willy
Zambrano, AIA, President of the Queens Foundation for
Architecture, spoke about the importance and mission of
the Foundations and highlighted two of this year’s
recipients: Lianna Moze from NYIT (Old Westbury) and
Valeria Bardi Cohen from Pratt Institute, both of whom
attended the event.

The night ended with a fantastic selection of raffle
prizes, mostly donated by sponsors and members of the
AIA, all in the spirit of giving back to architecture students.
After this event, the Brooklyn Architecture Scholarship
Foundation and the Queens Foundation for Architecture
demonstrated that they are taking steps to focus on
students who deserve the recognition that comes from
working hard and being passionate about architecture.

BQ Golf 2021

Brooklyn + Queans Golf Outing Fundraiser to support the Brooklyn Architects
Scholarship Foundation & the Queens Foundation for Architecture.

10.04.21 @ Inwood Country Club

Photo Credit: Rosanna Florez, JMV Associates
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The chair of City Tech’s Department of
Architectural Technology outlines how

public education coupled with direct

Mentoring Match Day at the Architectural
League of New York’s offices
Courtesy Sanjive Vaidya

personal experience is critical to equitable

urban development.

Three student encounters at the Department of
Architectural Technology at the New York City College of
Technology, “City Tech,” incite my desire to make an
impassioned argument for the need and relevance of public
design education. I serve as the department chair, so I sit
at a nexus of student experiences and many stories of
desperation and trauma. The urgency with which T make
this case, is fueled by their optimism and persistence.
Channeling students’ experience and skills toward social
and civic problems must be a priority for educators and
professionals investing in the next generation of urban
architects, designers, and planners. An affordable and
high-quality design education is the starting point.

In my first encounter, a student came to my office and
recounted the dramatic story of his family’s escape from the
Syrian conflict. The second was a freshman in a foundations
design class, a young Black man on parole. His instructor
brought him to my office to ask: “Can we figure out ways to
help him get through the semester? Because he’s trying to
balance a whole lot, paying tuition while looking for stable
work and maintaining his school workload. We don’t want to
lose a student with his talents.” The third encounter was a
student who came to express anxiety about submitting her
studio work on time, as her family’s home had recently
burned down. My head was spinning.

Their stories influence the urgent and often impolite
questions I press upon colleagues. What motivates these
students to continue studying design through the ordeals
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they face? If there is no affordable design education should
we make an honest proclamation that design is a private
and elite endeavor, with only minor allowances for the
underserved? Should faculty tell our students not to bother
with this course of study because there are limited
opportunities for you? Is the industry prepared to invest in,
nurture, and receive them? Will they experience a sense of
belonging in a largely gender and race-homogenous
profession? How long will their skin color and lack of elite
credentialing make them feel like outsiders? Do their
ambitions align with egalitarian principles espoused by
architects and designers? Are they expected to conform or
will the profession evolve?

City Tech at Brooklyn Borough Hall - Brownsville Studio
Courtesy Sanjive Vaidya



A theme runs through the stories of our students,
distinguishing them from typical undergraduate students of
architecture. They often carry tragedy and responsibility
without familial safety nets, professional guidance, or
stress- free institutional support. The students trust that
studying design will set them on a course of agency and
self-determination, away from uncertainty and insecurity.
They believe in a professional meritocracy, where skills and
knowledge deliver access and opportunity. Listening to
them, an ultimatum for academia and the architecture and
design industry comes into focus. We are charged with
fulfilling the “sacred promise” between educator and student
in spite of many personal challenges and institutional
deficits. Cultivating these students’ enthusiasm can unlock
intellectual and leadership potential, revealing valuable skill
and talent deployed in the service of inclusive economic
growth and a renewal of New York City.

There are nine colleges with architectural programs in
New York City. Only two are public. The City University of
New York (CUNY) system represents a quarter of all
colleges in the city. Reviewing public financial records, we
can see that CUNY educates over 275,000 students with
an operating budget equivalent to that of just one private
university. The largest of its kind in the tri-state area, with
over 700 undergraduates, the Department of Architectural
Technology at City Tech is one of CUNY’s senior college
programs. Eighty-five percent of students identify as
persons of color; 58 percent come from households
earning less than $30,000 annually; 25 percent work more
than twenty hours per week. Their tenacity is extraordinary.
In 2012, when Superstorm Sandy rendered many students
homeless, faculty support extended beyond academics:
They served as counselors and advocates—skills again
demanded during the pandemic. Public programs such as
City Tech suffer from a chronic shortage of funding and
support from private industry and public agencies. When
students exert so much energy on survival, they forfeit
opportunities to network and develop professional skills.
They miss out on formative experiences common to
students at better-funded programs, or from more affluent
families: traveling abroad, visiting landmark structures, and
having professional exposure.

The American Institute of Architects (AIA) 2016 report
on Diversity in the Profession of Architecture listed
architecture’s notoriously low salaries as one of the main
reasons for the “lack of minority representation.” Yet while
low salaries are the norm for many architectural practices,
a design education can be an entry to more complex
aspects of the building industry, such as facade detailing
and energy modeling, where resources are ample: The New
York Building Congress clocked $55.5 billion of

construction spending in New York in 2020 alone.
Students proficient in the digital design technologies,
advanced materials, and performance analytics that we
teach find demand—and higher wages—for their skills.
According to one college assessment metric, the Social
Mobility Index (SMI), which measures the extent to which
a college educates economically disadvantaged students
and connects them to good paying jobs, City Tech and
other CUNY programs consistently rate well.

However, focusing strictly on employment overlooks the
full potential of each student. Specialization and
competitive salaries, draws attention away from critical
issues that require holistic design thinking.

Public design education equips students with technical
skill, historic knowledge, and aesthetic dexterity that can be
applied to the design of buildings, spaces, and
infrastructure. It establishes a pathway for human-
centered planning and implementation that can provide
equitable access to services, nature, and shelter—access to
which many of these students have been deprived. Design
education coupled with direct personal experience of the
city’s deficiencies make these students important
contributors to discussions on topics such as infrastructure
and climate change responses. They can become effective
advocates for their communities with firsthand experience
of inadequate public services and knowledge of how design
can be wielded to care for the aging and dying, support for
the mentally ill and disabled, and accommodation for the
homeless and formerly incarcerated. Their education is an
act of self-defense. It is a defiant assertion of belonging
and pride in diversity. An effective design education links
aesthetics with science, policy, and human need. Vitruvian
principles for the 21st century.

Private colleges, by contrast, stock private practices,
which in turn provide funding streams and endowments,
tilting urban development and the industry toward
exclusivity and privatization. Graduates of private
architectural programs often incur staggering debt that
restricts their career choices. Tuition at City Tech is $7,000
a year, but graduates often lack access to professional
networks. Their employment options are frequently
confined to limited technical roles. Graduates from both
private and public programs are therein hamstrung in
applying their skills towards public service.

Nevertheless, our department endeavors to train
technically proficient and engaged citizens who can
advance from marginal positions of survival into real urban
leadership. As an example, Percia Gomez, a 2019 graduate,
worked for Councilman Ritchie Torres’ office, using her
architectural education to advocate for her community.
Hercules Reid, a 2017 graduate, is now an assistant to the
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Brooklyn Borough President and mayoral candidate Eric
Adams. The two recognize that civic engagement
underpins inclusive economic growth and is a precursor
to the public’s appetite for design thinking.

The case for public design education is guided by the
following principles. First: The built urban environment
tethers the fate of the wealthy to that of the
underprivileged; discounting one for the benefit of the
other imperils both. Second: An alliance between
schools of architecture, public agencies, and private
practices is needed to foster technically proficient
stewards and diversified urban leadership. Former US
Commissioner of Education Ernest Boyer reported this
as the “scholarship of engagement, connecting the rich
resources of the university to our most pressing social,
civic, and ethical problems.” Great ideas and great
designs do not materialize in a vacuum. By properly
equipping and empowering our students, their cultural
knowledge, urban experience, and design talents can be
fused into a superpower for a positive and inclusive
transformation of the great City of New York.

This article originally appeared in Issue #20 of New York Review of Architecture

Percia Gomez, BTech 19 with U.S. Representative Ritchie Torres
Courtesy Percia Gomez
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Hercules Reid, BTech ’17, is an assistant to mayoral candidate Eric Adams

Courtesy Hercules Reid
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